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The service which Dr. Borchard has rendered in the preparation of the series 
of guides to foreign law is greatly enhanced by the latest number. 

John Bassett Moore 
Columbia University 



Roman Law in the Modern World. By Charles Phineas Sherman (Vol. I, 
History of Roman Law and its Descent into English, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish and other Modern Law. pp. xxvii, 413. Vol. II, Manual of Roman 
Law Illustrated by Anglo-American Law and the Modern Codes, pp. xxxii, 
496. Vol. Ill, Subject-Guides to the Texts of Roman Law, to the Modern 
Codes and Legal Literature, and Index, pp. vii, 315.) Published by The 
Boston Book Co., Boston. 1917. 

The appearance of Professor Sherman's three-volume work marks an epoch 
for the English-speaking student of Roman law. The author has evidently 
conceived his task of presenting the contribution of Roman law to the juris- 
prudence of to-day to have three phases, each of which he has attempted to 
cover in one of his volumes. 

The historical connection between the past and present is of course a neces- 
sary link if the causal relation is to be established for the sequence of the latter 
from the former. The avenue through which a given doctrine could descend 
must first be shown before conviction that such descent took place is possible. 
This is the purpose and scope of the first volume entitled "History." Another 
phase of the presentation is the pointing out of the actual similarities between 
the Roman and the modern law. This is the task of the second volume. The 
third phase of the presentation is to give the student an exhaustive bibliography 
of Roman and modern law. This forms the material for the third volume. 

That the conception of the work is extremely clear and logically sound is at 
once apparent. The execution of the plan has been brilliantly accomplished. 
The style is lucid and concise. Indeed its lack of ponderous legal circumlocu- 
tions gives the perusal of the first two volumes a charm rarely found in reading 
a legal treatise. Nor, on the other hand, does the treatment at all border on 
the loose or inexact, for the stupendous amount of research in the original and 
secondary sources as shown by the brief but multitudinous notes is uniformly 
reflected in the scholarly character of the text. 

Volume one, as mentioned above, is an historical development of Roman law 
from its earliest beginnings down to the present time. As the object of the 
work is to present the Roman law as it exists to-day, not much space is allotted 
to the earliest periods of its growth. These are hurriedly yet, for the purpose, 
adequately treated. The remainder of the volume is devoted to demonstrating 
the channels by which Roman legal concepts flowed into the various systems 
of present-day law. This volume is prefaced by a comprehensive table of 
contents which aids in no small measure in presenting the most complete and 
lucid picture yet to appear of the historical connection between the Roman and 
the modern systems of jurisprudence. 

The second volume forms the doctrinal exposition of Roman law as it existed 
at the time of Justinian, with enough historical perspective to enable the student 
to grasp intelligently the finished juristic phenomena as they appear in the 
Corpus Juris. Besides this, a most valuable part of this treatise is the constant 
comparison of the Roman with the modern doctrine. In some cases dissimilari- 
ties are noted. The similarities by far preponderate. The order of subjects 
is generally that of the Code Napoleon. This order has been adopted, as Dr. 
Sherman tells us, because of the influence this great codification has exerted 
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on most of the systems with which he draws comparisons. This being the 
object the book has to accomplish, the choice is a wise one. In this volume as 
in volume one the text is supported with copious references to the sources of 
Roman and modern law and to the representative authorities on both. This 
renders the exposition of the doctrines particularly valuable to the student, 
for it puts him immediately in a position to carry on an independent investiga- 
tion if he cares to go further than the text carries him. 

The third volume of "subject-guides to the texts of Roman law and to the 
modern codes and legal literature" fills a want which has long been acutely 
felt by students of these subjects. It opens the way clearly and easily to that 
mass of available literature which it is essential for the research student speedily 
to find. This volume, although it is simply a collection of authorities and texts 
arranged according to the various legal systems covered in volume one, and 
again according to the subjects of volume two, is perhaps, from some stand- 
points, the most unique accomplishment of this whole work. Its value cannot 
be over-emphasized, and no one in the future can afford to study Roman law 
and its affiliations without availing himself of the friendly aid of this volume. 

That this work will be received with universal approbation is, however, not to 
be expected. The bigotry of the so-called "common-lawyer" has not entirely 
been overcome; and it is therefore not to be wondered at if from certain 
quarters, either through ignorance or through prejudice, the position taken 
by Dr. Sherman should be severely, albeit unjustly, criticized. Again our author 
opens himself to the wrath of some of the teaching fraternity by his frank 
avowal of his distrust in the exclusive case system as the correct method of 
teaching law. That he is not, however, unreasonably opposed to the case form 
of instruction may perhaps best be seen from the fact that he is at present 
engaged in the preparation of a Roman law case-book, made up largely of 
translations of the cases used by Roman students of law under the later empire. 

That Dr. Sherman has ably accomplished the task set himself in presenting 
the contribution of Roman law to the modern systems cannot be denied; and 
his handsomely printed book forms one of the most important contributions of 
recent times to the literature of the subjects treated. 

Thomas R. Robinson 

New Haven 



The National Budget System and American Finance. By Charles Wallace 
Collins. Published by The McMillan Co., New York. 1917- PP- vi, 151. 

This book is not written as a reference book for those who would make an 
exhaustive study of the budget question, but for the general public as a con- 
venient handbook showing the essential features of the budget system in 
countries where it is in force, the grave defects in our national finances which 
can only be remedied by such a system, together with a brief discussion of the 
constitutional and legal questions involved. The concluding chapter summarizes 
the recent agitation of the reform in this country, the earnest efforts of Presi- 
dent Taft on its behalf during his administration, and its endorsement by the 
recent national conventions of our political parties. 

The book discusses only the necessity for a national budget, and no reference 
is made to the need for the same reform in the states under our dual govern- 
ment, and even in the large cities of the country. The system of general 
appropriations" without any budget control is vicious and ineffective in our 
states and cities as well as in the national government, and the demand for a 
reform is urgently and widely extended. The subject is now being extensively 
agitated by governors of different states, and the reform has been adopted in 



